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	On 19 April, a practice drill was organized in the framework of the project titled “Local capacity development of disaster management institutions”, funded by Norway Grants. The exercise involved actions to eliminate damage by fire and damage to buildings consequent upon increasingly frequent storms and thunderstrokes. 

	In point of fact, professional, voluntary and civic task forces performed practice exercises in weather conditions corresponding to the supposed drill situation, completing tasks in heavy rain and high winds: they put an end to the loss occurrence and rescued people in distress. 
The Budapest finals of the youth disaster management competition took place at a location close to the practice drill, so the competing teams of youngsters were also informed about the objectives of the project, and they could get acquainted with the tasks involved in the cooperation of voluntary and professional forces in damage repair. 
According to the scenario, in the night of 18 April 2017 and in the early morning hours of the following day, a strong weather front is to reach the region of Budapest and Pest County, and the Hungarian Meteorology Service issues a grade three (red) warning relative to the areas of the capital city and the districts of Budakeszi, Érd, Pilisvörösvár, Ráckeve, and Szigetszentmiklós, respectively. The storm developed sweeps through the area at a wind speed of 120 km/hour, causing trees to tumble down, hailstorms, lightnings to result in outbreaks of fire, and rainstorms to inundate real properties. As a consequence of high winds and landslides, residential buildings are damaged and become uninhabitable. 
In this hypothetical situation, a number of people get injured and get stuck within the buildings damaged, and lots of people get scared and leave their homes. During the night, following notifications by residents, professional fire fighter squads start to repair extensive loss and damage by these incidents in residential areas; however, continued notifications on further damage are received in masses by the deployment control headquarters of the disaster management organization. 
Because of the high workloads of professional forces, the director of the Budapest Disaster Management Directorate involves voluntary rescue organizations in rescue and damage repair. The staff of the Békásmegyer disaster management station, present on the site, requests the deployment of voluntary forces to search through the area and the building, to act as reinforcement in fire fighting operations, and to rescue potentially injured victims by alpine technology. Squads of the Zugló Voluntary Fire Fighting Society, the Budapest Rescue Organization, the Central Buda Voluntary Civic Protection Organization, and the Red Cross all intervened jointly with station personnel, performing rescue tasks and temporary reinstatement works together. They rescued the injured from the building by applying rope techniques and alpine tools, and they buttressed damaged building parts – thus reinforcing the building – in order to prevent further damage, and also because it became hazardous to enter the building. 
The practice drill achieved its goal, reaching higher levels of cooperation between professional units and voluntary associations, as well as improved efficiency in terms of joint intervention. The collective efficiency of public, municipal, and civic disaster management intervention forces constitutes an important factor in the security of the population. 
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